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when they’re wrong. And that happens on 
occasion in America. And that’s an impor-
tant part of maintaining a proper relation-
ship between Government and press. I can 
assure you that the folks here are constantly 
trying to hold me to account for decisions 
I make and how I make decisions. I’m 
comfortable with that. It’s part of the 
checks and balances of a democracy. 

And so I’m glad to hear your editorial 
comment, so to speak, on your comfort 
with the situation of the press corps in the 
Federation of Russia. 

President Putin. First of all, what do you 
mean when you say I keep silent—or we 
keep silent about this or that problem? 
First of all, I’m not the minister of propa-
ganda. Second, we discuss all issues in ab-
solute openness. As George said, today we 
discussed this issue, as well, with regard 
to Russia and the United States. But what 
is absolutely obvious is that in the United 
States there are a lot of mechanisms to 
uphold the freedom of the press. And as 
far as the fact that there is some kind of 
friction between the media and the Gov-
ernment, there is an ongoing debate, an 
ongoing critical debate, going on. There is 
a lot of criticism coming from the media 
with respect to the Government. This is 
an manifestation of democracy. What you 

mentioned about the comments in the 
media of the actions of the Russian Gov-
ernment is testimony to the fact that we 
do have freedom of the press. Although 
we’re being criticized often of that, this is 
not the case. 

When we discuss these issues absolutely 
frankly, we, and I, in particular, do not 
think that this has to be pushed to the 
foreground, that new problems should be 
created from nothing. And I do not think 
that we should jeopardize the Russian- 
American relationship, because we’re inter-
ested in the development of this relation-
ship. We are paying close attention to all 
the comments of the press or opposing 
forces, but our responsibility is to—in spite 
of all these problems, of which there are 
plenty, our responsibility is to positively de-
velop the Russian-American relationship. 

I would like to thank the President of 
the United States for his constructive dialog 
that we’ve had today. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 5:50 p.m. in Constitution Hall at 
Bratislava Castle. In his remarks, he referred 
to Lyudmila Putina, wife of President Putin. 
President Putin spoke in Russian, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin: Russia’s Accession to the World Trade Organization 
February 24, 2005 

The United States and Russia are com-
mitted to working together to complete our 
bilateral negotiations for Russia’s accession 
to the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
in 2005. The results of the negotiations will 
enhance commercial opportunities between 
our two countries, support economic re-
forms that Russia has made a priority, and 
further integrate Russia into the world 
economy. Our trade ministers have made 

progress in pursuing our bilateral negotia-
tions, and we have instructed them to ac-
celerate these efforts. 

Russia and the United States will 
continue to work closely in bilateral and 
multilateral negotiations to resolve remain-
ing issues in ways that benefit both coun-
tries. The rules-based system of the WTO 
will further strengthen our economic 
relationship in all areas, including 
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agriculture, manufacturing, services, and 
the improved protection and enforcement 
of intellectual property rights. 

We will work to identify areas for 
progress in our bilateral negotiations that 
will give momentum to Russia’s accession 

to the WTO and to Russia’s economic re-
form program. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Vladimir V. 
Putin: U.S.-Russian Energy Cooperation 
February 24, 2005 

Cooperation on energy issues remains an 
area of great promise for U.S.-Russian rela-
tions. We will work further to realize the 
vision for our energy cooperation in all as-
pects described in our statement in May 
2002, including through the mechanisms of 
the Commercial Energy Dialogue and the 
Energy Working Group. Accordingly, we 
have instructed our ministers to continue 
their energy dialogue, concentrating on 
ways to enhance energy security, diversify 
energy supplies, improve the transparency 
of the business and investment environ-
ment, reduce obstacles to increased com-
mercial energy partnerships, and develop 
resources in an environmentally safe man-
ner. 

We call upon our Ministers of Energy 
and Commerce to develop recommenda-
tions, which we can support at one of our 
upcoming meetings, on how to further in-
tensify and develop our energy dialogue. 
Those recommendations will focus on iden-
tifying barriers to energy trade and invest-
ment, promoting initiatives to remove them 
on the basis of predictability, fairness and 
law, and suggesting specific proposals for 

cooperating in developing energy trade and 
investment. 

We will promote the creation of trans-
parent tax, legal, regulatory, and contractual 
conditions for our companies’ cooperation, 
and support Russia’s pipeline system devel-
opment, which will create the preconditions 
for increasing deliveries of oil and gas ex-
port, including to the U.S. market. 

We are interested in increasing U.S. 
commercial investment in Russia, so as to 
create additional capacity for liquefied nat-
ural gas (LNG) in Russia, and also with 
the aim of increasing LNG exports to U.S. 
markets. We would welcome increased 
Russian oil exports to the world market and 
an increased presence of imports from Rus-
sia in the United States. We would also 
welcome expanding mutual investments in 
the energy sectors of both countries. 

The initiation of several concrete projects 
should be targeted for no later than 2008. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 
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